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S.1672-b (Martinez)/A/756-b (Solages) 
Mandatory Project Labor Agreements on Long Island 

 

 

The Council of School Superintendents strongly opposes this legislation to require all Long 

Island school districts to enter into project labor agreements (PLAs) for any construction 

projects with a total cost of $1 million or more. 

Proponents of this legislation contend that PLAs can result in reduced costs and avert strikes 

and other delays to project completion. The veracity of their assertions must be questioned, 

however:  school districts already have the authority to enter into PLAs, but few do so. Given 

that school district leadership teams are charged with maximizing the value of taxpayer dollars 

and the efficiency of capital projects, the fact that most choose not to use PLA’s casts significant 

doubt on the proponents’ claims. 

Studies of school construction in our neighbor states of Connecticut and New Jersey found that 

use of PLAs raised project costs by 20% and 16%, respectively. 

Further, PLAs require contractors to hire the majority of their workers through unions. But the 

Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates that 80% of construction workers do not belong to a union. 

Consequently, this mandate would likely require the employment of non-New York workers on 

projects paid for by New York taxpayers. It could also be an additional cause for delays in 

commencing and completing projects, thereby further raising costs. We note also, that, union 

member or not, construction workers on New York State public school projects must be paid the 

prevailing wage. 

This year “affordability” has emerged as leading concern among voters and policymakers. 

Enactment of this legislation would add to costs ultimately borne by the state’s taxpayers and 

the state budget through increased building aid. 

The Council opposes another costly mandate on schools and taxpayers. 
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