
                      

 

MEMORANDUM OF OPPOSITION 
 

S.1672-B (Martinez) / A.756-B (Solages) 
 

Provides that each contract involving the award of a construction project shall 
require the use of a project labor agreement for all contractors and 

subcontractors on such project. 
 
The New York State School Boards Association (NYSSBA) and the Association of School Business 
Officials New York (ASBO) oppose the above referenced legislation and urge your negative vote. 

This bill would require that all construction projects valued at $1 million or more undertaken by 
school districts in Nassau and Suffolk Counties and that use state aid be subject to a project labor 
agreement (PLA). It would apply to all contractors as well as sub-contractors on a given project. 
PLAs are a form of collective bargaining agreement between a customer and a labor union that 
govern employment on an individual construction project. PLAs set out requirements for union 
workers at the job site and can include things such as working conditions or limitation of strikes.  

Advocates for these limitations assert that they will make projects faster and more cost efficient. 
However, according to the Empire State Chapter of the Associated Builders and Contractors, PLAs 
have consistently led to cost increases on projects. In addition, requiring PLAs for construction 
projects has the practical effect of greatly limiting the potential workforce from which Long Island 
districts may draw.  

Embedded in the law that allows, but does not mandate, the use of PLAs is a specific requirement 
that a public entity must determine that using such an agreement would serve “its interest in obtaining 
the best work at the lowest possible  price, preventing favoritism, fraud and corruption, and other 
considerations such  as  the impact  of  delay,  the  possibility of cost savings advantages, and any local history 
of labor unrest, are best met by requiring a project labor agreement.” This proposal would undermine the 
competitiveness meant to ensure that public works adhere to that “best work at the lowest price” 
proposition, as districts in these counties will not be given another option. 

School districts place great value on maintaining safe up-to-date facilities. Districts must balance the 
needs of our students, faculty and staff with the capacity of our taxpayers to support those needs.  

This is especially difficult in the Long Island region where taxpayers are already faced with one of 
the highest costs of living, including taxes. If, as anticipated, this shift leads to cost increases for 
school construction projects, those costs will be borne by taxpayers throughout the state. Initially, 
the costs will be borne directly by property taxpayers in the effected counties. Additionally, the 



 

 

increase costs will increase Building Aid paid to these districts, which is funded by taxpayers 
statewide and can potentially come at the expense of other educational programs.   

Districts have a responsibility to prioritize safe learning and working conditions, for our own staff 
and students, as well as the individuals we contract with to build and maintain those facilities. 
Regardless of personal affiliations, participation in an apprenticeship program, or graduates of our 
own career and technical education programs, it is the responsibility of the district to ensure that 
public funds are responsibly used to get the best work done at the best value for our taxpayers. 

Therefore, NYSSBA and ABSO oppose the above referenced legislation and urge your negative 
vote. For additional information, please contact NYSSBA Governmental Relations at 518-783-0200 
or Julie Marlette at Hinman Straub at jmarlette@hinmanstraub.com. 

 


